Cross-Disciplinary Assignment Ideas Related to There There by Tommy Orange

Book description from Amazon:

Tommy Orange’s “groundbreaking, extraordinary” (The New York Times) There There is the “brilliant, propulsive” (People Magazine) story of twelve unforgettable characters, Urban Indians living in Oakland, California, who converge and collide on one fateful day. It’s “the year’s most galvanizing debut novel” (Entertainment Weekly).

As we learn the reasons that each person is attending the Big Oakland Powwow—some generous, some fearful, some joyful, some violent—momentum builds toward a shocking yet inevitable conclusion that changes everything. Jacquie Red Feather is newly sober and trying to make it back to the family she left behind in shame. Dene Oxendene is pulling his life back together after his uncle’s death and has come to work at the powwow to honor his uncle’s memory. Opal Viola Victoria Bear Shield has come to watch her nephew Orvil, who has taught himself traditional Indian dance through YouTube videos and will to perform in public for the very first time. There will be glorious communion, and a spectacle of sacred tradition and pageantry. And there will be sacrifice, and heroism, and loss.

There There is a wondrous and shattering portrait of an America few of us have ever seen. It’s “masterful . . . white-hot . . . devastating” (The Washington Post) at the same time as it is fierce, funny, suspenseful, thoroughly modern, and impossible to put down. Here is a voice we have never heard—a voice full of poetry and rage, exploding onto the page with urgency 
and force. Tommy Orange has written a stunning novel that grapples with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of beauty and profound spirituality, and with a plague of addiction, abuse, and suicide. This is the book that everyone is talking about right now, and it’s destined to be a classic.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Anthropology, Gender and Women’s Studies, etc.
· We’re lucky to have a diverse student body; students could take the opportunity to learn about one of the Native American nations situated in their hometown: https://suny-osw.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01SUNY_OSW/1l2joa4/alma990005030780204851
· Native Americans have a number of fascinating traditions with respect to gender; students might benefit from exploring the related traditions of one or more groups: https://suny-osw.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01SUNY_OSW/1l2joa4/alma990003165130204990
Public Justice, Political Science, etc.
· Native Americans such as the Onondaga have sovereign governments.  Students might enjoy researching the intricacies of the relationship between U.S. entities and sovereign Native ones. https://www.onondaganation.org/government/sovereignty/
· Onondaga Lake was once the most polluted in the world.  The Onondaga Nation has played a continued role in the cleanup, which can be analyzed through political, environmental, and other lenses. https://www.onondaganation.org/land-rights/onondaga-nations-vision-for-a-clean-onondaga-lake/
· Public justice students may be interested to learn about the law enforcement challenge of the epidemic of sexual assault against Native women: https://login.ezproxy.oswego.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=52999885&site=ehost-live&scope=site
Modern Languages and Linguistics, etc. 
· Many native languages have disappeared or are disappearing.  Students in these fields would enjoy some kind of comparison between the grammar and syntax of their language of study and those of Native Americans.  https://suny-osw.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01SUNY_OSW/1l2joa4/alma990003377310204851
Biology, Zoology, Chemistry, Geology, etc.
· Students might explore the advances of our greater understanding of the human genome and its implications for our understanding of Native Americans and how their societies evolved over the past several thousand years. https://www.igb.illinois.edu/article/genomes-tell-story-native-american-biological-originshttps://www.igb.illinois.edu/article/genomes-tell-story-native-american-biological-origins
· Native Americans face unique public health challenges; students might benefit from understanding them and how they can be addressed. https://www.nap.edu/read/5355/chapter/5#56
Literary Studies, Creative Writing, Cinema and Screen Studies
· Laura Donnelly has posted several example assignments to the ORI book web site: https://www.oswego.edu/oswego-reading-initiative/home
· Young filmmakers would benefit greatly from creating short films or podcasts related to Native Americans and their concerns.

· Young writers would benefit greatly from exploring literature created by contemporary Native Americans: https://oedb.org/ilibrarian/20-native-american-authors-you-need-to-read/
School of Business
· Students might analyze Native American-led businesses and the men and women behind them: https://smallbiztrends.com/2019/10/native-american-entrepreneurs.html
· Students might explore and report on the U.S. Small Business Administration and the efforts of its Office of Native American affairs: https://www.sba.gov/offices/headquarters/naa
· Students might explore the idea of a “Native American Philosophy of Business” and how one might learn from the concept: https://login.ezproxy.oswego.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=129396625&site=ehost-live&scope=site
The School of Communication, Media and the Arts
Art Programs
· Professors who assign artist analyses can simply include some of the Contemporary Urban Natives working in the same tradition and milieu as Orange: https://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/voices/
· Graphic design students and illustrators who create book jackets or movie posters could use an Urban Native work as reference: https://www.wpr.org/new-voices-native-american-literature
Communications studies programs
· Journalism students could be invited to write pieces about the Onondaga Nation and those who live on their land. https://www.onondaganation.org/
· Native Americans, urban or otherwise, engage in social interaction, both inside and outside their group.  Communications and Social Interaction students might enjoy researching these dynamics.  https://login.ezproxy.oswego.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=121082924&site=ehost-live&scope=site
Music programs
· Music students could analyze or perform the work of Contemporary Native American musicians: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aRwprNai4A
Theatre programs
· Playwrights might adapt a scene or two from There There.

· Students might analyze the works of Contemporary Native American playwrights: https://performerstuff.com/mgs/10-contemporary-native-american-playwrights-you-should-know/
School of Education
Curriculum and Instruction/Educational Administration
· Students could explore the challenges of Native American students and students who attend Native American schools to understand this population’s unique needs. https://suny-osw.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01SUNY_OSW/1l2joa4/alma990003717820204851
· Students might explore what they can learn from Native American educational traditions: https://login.ezproxy.oswego.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=97271023&site=ehost-live&scope=site
Health Promotion and Wellness and Counseling and Psychological Services 
· Students who are going into this field would benefit from understanding the challenges Native Americans face in the health care system. https://login.ezproxy.oswego.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=139765432&site=ehost-live&scope=site
· Native Americans often deal with unique mental health challenges; counseling students should understand these. https://login.ezproxy.oswego.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=134951812&site=ehost-live&scope=site
Technology Department
· Students should learn about Native American building and construction traditions as a complement to contemporary ones. https://suny-osw.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01SUNY_OSW/1l2joa4/alma990002610230204851
�Ola, I can see you're still in the doc.  I uploaded a complete version and I think I did a decent job of giving almost every teacher on campus something to think about (if they wish to do so).  I've also given them at least a toehold to offer a student who is curious about writing something in relation to There There.  Feel free to add or make whatever changes you like.





