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MSED Literacy Education Birth-Grade 12-Proposed Changes

Title Revised Title
LIT 520: Literacy Assessment and LIT 520: Literacy Assessment and
Intervention Intervention Practicum B-4 Childhood
LIT 522: Literacy Practicum Birth- LIT 522: Literacy Assessment and
Grade 12 Intervention Practicum 5-12

Adolescent

LIT 507 Literacy and Leaming in the | LIT 507 Literacy in the Disciplines
Content Areas -OR- and approved
Literacy Elective*

*approved elective for candidates who
took a similar course at the undergraduate
level

The rationale for LIT 520 change is that the title should include the fact that there
is a practicum associated with the course, so that students will understand that
there is a futoring component. Also, the instructors have decided to focus the first
practicum on Birth through 4* grade methods and call it Childhood. The LIT 520
course focuses more on the rudimentary skills needed in the early grades.

The rationale for the LIT 522 change is that the title should be similar to the LIT
520 title for consistency. Based in the new titles for LIT 520 and LIT 522, students
will know that LIT 522 is another practicum where there is a tutoring component.
LIT 522 focuses more on methods for the later grades and builds upon LIT 520
with regards to instruction.

Overall, the two courses should have a continuum of placements. LIT 520 starting
off in the childhood grades, and LIT 522 continuing the graduate student’s
experience in the latter grades

The third title, LIT 507 Literacy and Learning in the Content Areas is no longer
used in research, teaching and practice. Literacy in the Disciplines marks the shift
in focus from content area literacy to disciplinary literacy. Disciplinary literacy
moves towards viewing students as growing experts in their disciplines; for
example, seeing yourself as a budding historian, writer, or scientist rather than
someone who merely studies the content areas.

We also want to change the option to take an approved elective for candidates who
took a similar course at the undergraduate level. We no longer want this option.



We feel that the graduate course would be different enough from an undergraduate
course of the same or similar title in scope, pace, and rigor. The graduate course
wouldn’t be a repeat of the undergraduate course.



